It is with great pleasure that I introduce the first issue of the Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry and Neurology under my editorship, and invite you to embark with me on the next phase of development of our publication. I feel privileged to follow in the footsteps of the founding and outgoing editor, Dr. Michael Jenike, under whose outstanding leadership this journal has evolved from its beginnings as a newsletter to its place now as a significant publication in our field.
The growth of the Journal over the past 10 years has been paralleled by the explosion of new knowledge in geriatric psychiatry and neurology. Advances in fields as diverse as molecular biology and genetics, brain imaging, neuropathology, neuropsychology, pharmacology, epidemiology, health services research, and others have converged to increase our knowledge base as we work to understand neuropsychiatric disease in the elderly and to relieve the suffering of our patients and their families. These advances will surely continue; we aim for the Journal to continue its development as well.
We have assembled, for this issue, a series of excellent reports. Dr. Mendez and colleagues present an analysis of the Cognitive Estimations Test, which may be useful in the differential diagnosis of dementia. Dr. Yesavage's group provides a follow-up report from their longitudinal study of sleep parameters in Alzheimer's disease. Dr. Chandra and coauthors provide an international perspective with their study examining neurologic findings in cognitively impaired elderly in rural India. Dr. Monteiro and colleagues address an important issue in dementia research: the reliability of telephone interviews in the assessment of Alzheimer's disease. Dr. Smith provides a novel approach to dementia nosology with an analysis of vital statistics reporting. Finally, Dr. Chen and colleagues offer a cogent, timely review of bipolar disorder in late life. This is an exciting time in our field, and the Journail of Geriatric Psychiatry and Neurology will continue to participate in and convey that excitement. I look forward to serving you, our readers and contributors, in this endeavor. Enjoy! '
